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FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
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UNCLAS BOGOTA 1366 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: BEXP, CO 

SUBJ: QUARTERLY REVIEW OE COLOMBIAN COUNTRY COMMERCIAL PROGRAM (CCP) 

REP: (A) BOGOTA 10624; (B) STATE 280154; 

(C) STATE 21 180 

1. INPORMATION CONTAINED REFTEL A COVERED FIRST FIVE MONTHS OF FY-75. 
MAJOR DEVELOPMENT DURING DECEMBER (BALANCE OF SECOND QUARTER) WAS 
EMBASSY/COMMERCE DECISION TO CANCEL SEPI-75. EMBASSY IN AGREEMENT 
WITH SUGGESTION THAT RESOURCES WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN DEVOTED TO 
SEPI BE USED TO BEEF UP OTHER CAMPAIGNS. 

2. COMMENTS ON SELECTED OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS (PP. 49-56 OF CCP) 

FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER, AND ALSO INRESPONSE QUESTIONS POSED REFTEL 
B, ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

1.11- PLANNING INITIATED FOR AGRICULTURAL AND FOOD PROCESSING AND 
APCKAGING EQUIPMENT TRADE MISSION. 

1 .21- FOOD PROCESSING AND PACKAGING MACHINERY MARKET RESEARCH 
INITIATED. 

1.22- AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT MARKET RESEARCH INITIATED. 

1.25(A) FY-75 TARGETS OF OPPORTUNITY IDENTIFIED IN BOGOTA A-190 
(PAGE 28) AND IN BOGOTA A-176, PTR ON HIGHWAY TRACTORS. 
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1.25(B) EMBASSY HAS NOT RECEIVED USDOC PROPOSALS EOR FY-76 EVENTS 
PROGRAM. 

1 .4 TRAVEL BY FSL'S AND FURTHER IMPROVEMENT COMMERCIAL LIBRARY 
SERVICES SEVERLY CURTAILED BY BUDGET RESTRICTIONS. 

1.5(C) SEE MEDELLIN 0039 FOR STATUS REPORT ON CATALOG/SAMPLE DISPLAY 
ROOM. 

1 .5(F) DRAFT OF SPANISH LANGUAGE BROCHURE PREPARED PRINTING UNDER 
DISCUSSION WITH USIS. 

4.1 AGREE WITH WAS ANALYSIS THAT GOC POLICY OF IMPORT RESTRICTIONS 
WILL PREVAIL THROUGH END OF FY. IMPORT LICENSES WILL PROBABLY BE 
ISSUED AT A MONTHLY RATE NOT TO EXCEED $125 MILLION. 

4.-2 WE SEE LITTLE PROSPECT OF COLOMBIA PHASING OUT ITS BILATERAL 
COMPENSATION AGREEMENTS IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE, ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT 
OF GOC DRIVE TO OPEN NEW EXPORT MARKETS. BOGOTA A2I9 CONTAINS 
DETAILS OF RECENTLY RENEWED TRADE AGREEMENTS WITH BULGARIA AND 
ROMANIA. 

4.3 COMMERCE AND STATE ARE PCTME AGENTS FOR PREPARATION OF POSITION 
PAPERS FOR CONSULTATIVE GROUP MEETING IN JUNE. HOWEVER, EMBASSY WOULD 
WELCOME OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW WASHINGTON DRAFTS AT AN EARLY STAGE. 

4.4 U.S. SHARE OF MARKET CONTINUES TO MOVE UP, STANDING AT 42.3 
PERCENT AT END OF CY-74, COMPARED TO 37.6 PERCENT AT END OF CY-72. 

EMBASSY PROPOSES TO OBSERVE TREND OVER COMING MONTHS TO DETERMINE 
IF GOC IMPORT RESTRICTIONS HAVE NEGATIVE IMPACT. 

5.1(B) USIA IS PREPARING A LIST OF TRADE PUBLICATIONS. 

5.2 BLC MEETING WAS HELD IN CALI IN FEBRUARY AND ONE WILL BE HELD 
IN MEDELLIN BEFORE END OF FY. 

CARTAGENA MEETING SCRATCHED DUE TO ELIMINATION OF TRAVEL FUNDS 
(CALI AND MEDELLIN MEETINGS WILL REPRESTNS OUT-OF-POCKET EXPENSE FOR 
STATE PARTICIPANTS). CALI MEETING WENT SMOOTHLY, WITH 14 REPRESENTA- 
TIVES 
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FROM BOGOTA, AND INCLUDED VISIT TO IMPORTANT SUGAR MILL. 

3. AID IS COOPERATING FULLY IN IMPLEMENTATION CCP. AGENCY IS 
PROVIDING LISTS OF EQUIPMENT AND SERVICES TO BE FUNDED BY LOANS AND 
ALSO PROVIDED FUNDS FMS NATIONAL APPRENTICESHIP SERVICE (SENA) REP 
TO ACCOMPANY FOREIGN BUYERS GROUP TO PRINT 74. 
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